An analysis of 9,918 consecutive perioperative autotransfusions.
The efficacy of perioperative autotransfusion (PAT) can be evaluated by the reduction in homologous transfusion accompanying its use. An alternative approach is to evaluate the amount of blood salvaged and retransfused. An analysis of 9,918 consecutive PAT procedures in various surgical specialties revealed that the average return of autologous blood salvaged was equivalent to 2.61 units of erythrocytes ("packed cells"). Cardiac operation had the greatest average number of units recovered (4.65), while orthopedic operation had the least (1.05). This method of analysis demonstrates that significant quantities of blood can be salvaged during PAT procedures.